Template letter
Dear [name of MP],
Re: The Nationality and Borders Bill
I am writing to you to express my concern about the government’s Nationality and Borders Bill.
I believe this Bill will have grave consequences for people fleeing war and persecution, creating two classes of refugees based not on their need for protection, but on the journeys they had to make to get here.
 This will mean that people the UK currently recognises as refugees will be turned away in future.
 It will separate families and lead to more dangerous journeys. 
It will create ever longer backlogs and delays in the asylum process. 
It will lead to people being sent to unsafe, costly holding centres in countries with which they have no connection and without their claim for asylum being given a fair hearing in the UK first. 
It could criminalise those helping people seeking asylum reach the UK - not just people smugglers, but refugees themselves or others providing help, such as by rescuing refugees at risk of drowning. 
It will lead to greater poverty and homelessness for people seeking asylum.
 The Bill is based on agreements with other countries that do not exist and are unlikely to be secured, and flies in the face of international law and our responsibilities as a global nation. 
There are no clear commitments to how many refugees the UK will resettle. 
I am therefore asking you to write and let me know whether you will back my call for a more compassionate and effective approach that: 
Defends people’s right to seek safety in the UK no matter how they came here
Ensures they can live in dignity while they wait for a decision on their asylum application; 
Empowers refugees to rebuild their lives and make a valuable contribution to our community 
Commits to a clear target for the UK to resettle at least 10,000 refugees a year through internationally-agreed programmes 
Expands safe routes for people to seek asylum in the UK
Many thanks for your time. I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
[Your name, your address and contact details ]
